
How to Run File Explorer as Administrator in Windows 10 

https://winaero.com/run-file-explorer-admin-windows-10/ 

As you may know, File Explorer in Windows 10 runs with the least privileges - only enough permissions that 

apps need to run are granted by default. This security model was introduced in Windows Vista and is called 

User Account Control (UAC). As a result, you see a lot of UAC confirmations when trying to browse certain 

folders and modify files. If you need to operate with protected files, or files owned by another user account, it 

can be time saving to run File Explorer as Administrator. 

 

However, it is not easy to run File Explorer as Administrator. This ability is locked and can't be enabled easily. 

Here is how you can enable this feature. 

To run File Explorer as Administrator in Windows 10, do the following. 

1. Download the portable app ExecTI and unpack it to any folder you like: Download ExecTI 

(https://winaero.com/blog/execti-run-programs-trustedinstaller/). 

2. Unblock the downloaded file. 

3. Using ExecTI, run the "regedit.exe" app. See the screenshot below 

 

This will open a new instance of the Registry Editor app running with TrustedInstaller permissions, so it will 

allow you to modify the required Registry key.  

 



4. Go to the following Registry key: 

HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\AppID\{CDCBCFCA-3CDC-436f-A4E2-0E02075250C2} 

Tip: How to jump to the desired registry key with one click. 

 

5. In the right pane of Registry Editor, you will see a value named 'RunAs'. You need to simply rename 

this value or delete it so Windows allows you to run Explorer as administrator when you need it. 

Rename 'RunAs' to anything. For example, RunAs_my (so you remember you made this change). 

 

6. Close Registry Editor and restart Windows 10. 

That's it. Now if you right click the C:\windows\Explorer.exe file and select 'Run as administrator', you will be 

able to run it as admin! 



 

Another way to run it as admin is to start File Explorer from the Start Menu or Start screen by pressing 

Ctrl+Shift+Enter. It will start as a separate process which you can see in Task Manager. 

 

That's it. The solution to run Explorer elevated was found by one of our readers and Windows enthusiast, 

Andre Ziegler, who pointed the reg key used by the DCOM class in this Technet Forums thread. 

(http://social.technet.microsoft.com/Forums/windows/en-US/1798a1a7-bd2e-4e42-8e98-

0bc715e7f641/unable-to-open-an-elevated-windows-explorer-window?forum=w7itprosecurity) 

Update 5 March 2021. There is an extra method that allows you to run Explorer elevated and avoid Registry 

editing. However, it will require you to kill all explorer.exe processes, so save all open documents. 

Run Explorer Elevated without editing the Registry 

1. Open Task Manager. 

2. Find all explorer.exe processes on the Details tab, and click the End task button. This will close all 



 

3. Click on the menu row and select File > Run new task. 

4. Enter explorer.exe /nouaccheck in the Create new task dialog. 

5. Check the Create this task with administrative privileges option,  and click the OK button. 

 

6. This will launch Explorer as Administrator. 

 

That's it. 


